
 

IN AN EFFORT TO 
HELP YOUR PET LIVE 
A HEALTHY LIFE, 
HERBERS 
VETERINARY 
SERVICES PROVIDES 
SPAY AND NEUTER 
SERVICES.  

CHOOSING TO SPAY 
OR NEUTER YOUR PET 
IS ONE OF THE MOST 
RESPONSIBLE 
DECISIONS YOU CAN 
MAKE AS A PET 
OWNER.   

 

SPAY AND NEUTER AWARENESS 
Both spaying and neutering are surgical 

procedures that prevent an animal from 
reproducing. Spaying and neutering are 
typically recommended for pets that are at 
least 6 months old. Spaying is performed on 
female animals and involves surgically 
removing the uterus and ovaries to prevent 
pregnancy. Neutering is preformed on male 
animals and involves removing the testicles to 
eliminate fertility. While each of these surgeries 
sound involved, they can usually be completed 
within a few hours and do not require an 
overnight hospital stay. 

As countless parents have told their 
pleading children time and time again, adopting 
a pet is a big responsibility. Spaying or 
neutering your pet is often synonymous with 
being a responsible pet owner, and yet Canada 
is experiencing an overpopulation crisis. The 
statistics are as sad as they are startling: Of 
the nearly 120,000 cats that were taken in by 
shelters in 2012, 41% were euthanized. In 
addition to animal population control, there are 
several good reasons to spay and neuter your 
pets. 

 

 

MYTH # 5 CHILDREN 
SHOULD BE GIVEN THE 
OPPORTUNITY TP LEARN 
ABOUT THE BIRTHING 
PROCESS AND TAKE CARE 
OF YOUNG ANIMALS:   
You do not need to have puppies 
to teach your children about the 
miracle of creating life. The point 
will be mute if you cannot find 
homes for the young animals, 
and must give them to a shelter. 
It is a better life lesson to teach 
your kids to be responsible pet 
owners and spay or neuter their 
pets.  

MYTH # 6 THERE IS MONEY 
TO BE MADE IN 
PUREBREDS:  
Responsible breeders rarely 
make any money: the cost of 
properly caring for a pregnant 
female, and the ensuing litter of 
puppies or kittens can quickly 
become higher than the sale 
price. In addition, the average 
pet owner generally does 
educate themselves completely 
to insure they are breeding 
responsibly, which includes 
testing the dam and sire to rule 
out potential genetic diseases, to 
be prepared and knowledgeable 
about the birthing process and to 
provide the necessary care and 
socialization for the puppies. Up 
to 25% of dogs in shelters are 
purebred. 

 

WHY SPAY AND NEUTER YOUR PETS?  

 Decrease aggressive 
behaviors in male 
pets 

 Decrease desire for 
pets to roam and find 
mates 

 Decrease pet 
overpopulation and 
pet euthanasia 

 Eliminate heat cycles, 
bleeding, and yelling 
for a mate 

 Eliminate or reduce 
marking and spraying 

 

MYTH #1 ONLY FEMALES NEED 
TO BE SPAYED:  
This is not true! The reproduction 
process takes two and if your male is 
not neutered, he can easily find a 
female stray or a pet whose owners 
have not yet taken the responsibility of 
spaying her. You may not be directly 
affected if your male pet is allowed to 
breed, but your actions – or lack 
thereof – will contribute to the problem 
of pet overpopulation. 

MYTH #2. NEUTERING WILL 
AFFECT A PET’S PERSONALITY:  
The only hormone affected by the 
surgery is testosterone, which causes 
male animals to roam and protect or 
mark their territory. Males will be less 
aggressive and both males and 
females will be easier to manage when 
they are spayed/neutered; They will be 
more sociable and more likely to get 
along well with other animals and will 
be less likely to roam.  

MYTH #3 ANIMALS BECOME FAT, 
LAZY, AND UNHEALTHY WHEN 
SPAYED OR NEUTERED:  
Animals become fat and lazy from 
overeating and lack of exercise; this 
has nothing to do with 
spaying/neutering. In fact, it allows for 
better health and a longer life for your 
pet and reduces the risk of infection 
and cancer in the reproductive system. 

MYTH #4  A FEMALE WILL 
BENEFIT FROM HAVING ONE 
LITTER:  
Females do not actually benefit from 
having a litter before they are spayed. 
Having a litter can put a female’s life at 
risk from complications that may arise 
from whelping and looking after a litter 
is very time-consuming and expensive. 
Females go into heat twice a year for 
about 21 days; during this time they will 
have a bloody discharge and will 
attract unwanted male attention.  

 

SPAY & NEUTER MYTHS: 
 

Vulputate iaceo, volutpat eum mara ut accumsan nut.  

 Reduce risk of 
ovarian and uterine 
cancers 

 Reduce risk of 
prostate cancer and 
testicular cancer 

 Eliminate the risk  of 
Pyometera -
unspayed females 
can develop a life 
threatening uterine 

 Because your pet 
will be Healthier and 
Live longer! 

 

Canadian 
Federation of Humane 
Society statistics show 
that roughly 15% of 
dogs and 45% of cats 
that are admitted to 
shelters are 
euthanized. For every 
animal that has not 
been spayed or 
neutered and has a 
litter, there is a pet 
that could have been 
adopted from a 
shelter, who is then 
euthanized because 
no home could be 
found for him. 

Having just one 
litter contributes to 
these statistics by 
adding to pet 
overpopulation. So 
please have your pets 
spayed or neutered. 

If you have further 
questions about the 
spay and neuter 
procedures or would 
like to schedule the 
surgery for your pet, 
contact our office at 
your convenience 
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